3-Amino-6-methoxy-9-(2-hydroxyethylamino) acridine: a new fluorescent dye to detect Mycoplasma contamination in cell cultures.
A new fluorescent acridine orange derivative, 3-amino-6-methoxy-9-(2-hydroxyethylamino) acridine (AMHA), has been applied to Hela cells in order to set up appropriate conditions for the detection of mycoplasma contaminations. Since AMHA staining reveals intensely fluorescent nuclei and slight fluorescent cytoplasm, we can visualize and localize mycoplasma contamination on each cell. In combination with a shortened Chen's staining method (1977), AMHA should allow a better detection of mycoplasma in animal cell cultures than the well established Hoechst dye.